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it is a re-assertion of a principle which the Reformation
and the French Revolution have well-nigh made to
disappear from the earth* The real struggle which is
now going on is in favour of the first principle of Chris-
tianity as a divine revelation. I am quite sure that
you agree with us, and not with our opponents; you
feel that there is but one revelation, and that its truth
is ascertainable now.

I feel intensely for you in the pain that is involved
in making up your mind, but I would not have that
pain increased by the idea that you are giving up first
principles which you have ever held dear. Your occu-
pation will not be gone* You will be carrying on your
struggle in favour of denominational education ; only
you will now have a definite religion to fight for. If
I did not feel intensely and know by experience that
you would be taking the side of Christ against irreligion,
I would not call upon you as earnestly as I do to become
a Catholic.

Your note has just arrived* I shall be glad to see you
to-morrow evening. I take the liberty of sending you
a paper which I am to read at the next Metaphysical
debate.

Lord Ripen to F. Dalgairns

THE DECISION TO BE RECEIVED AND THE DISPOSITION

REQUIRED

I am very much obliged to you for your letter of the
8th,1 which did not reach me until the 12th* I was sorry
to find from it that you did not approve of my last
letter, I think that something might be said in my
defence ; but you will see as I go on that it is not
necessary, and I will therefore only assure you now that
I have been very far from expecting that all difficulties
were to be removed from my path before I could submit
myself to the Catholic Church, that there have been,
and still are, many with which I have not thought it
right to trouble you, and that they come upon me day
by day and almost hour by hour with scarcely diminished
force. Will you forgive me if I also say, though I fear
that it will seem presumptuous, that I think that I
cotild quote passages from Montalembert's writings

* Not preserved.